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SOCIETY 


FOR 


Reformation * Manners. 


Gentlemen, 


B over=rul'd by Nr 


Powerful Intreaties to 
maße this prota Diſcourſe (late- 
ily preach d at Your Requeſt) 
\publick ; and Jou being pleas d 
to imereſt Tour Selves in it 
far, as to undertake its 
Patronage and Protection; I 
do therefore bumbly preſent 
A 2 Ton 


Dedication. 


| You with it, heartily wiſh- | 


ing it may have that good | 
Effet for the Reformation 


of our Lives, which was Sin- 


* imended by, 


Gentlemen, 


Iour very Faithful 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


Field. Dunn. 


© . . 4 , 
7 , 14 O- 8 
4 = . 4 
— te 


„ FLOSBA; vi . 


Come and let us return unto the 

Lord, for he hath torn, and he 
will heal us; he bath ſmitten, 
and he will bind us up. 


£ 

| 

7 
; | 


\ Eeing the Prophet (as is ad. at 
| agreed upon by the ge- a Junius 


neral Senſe of Expoſi- Pools Syn. 


tors) has in the forego- 
ing Chapters denounced the Judgments 
of God againſt the People of the Jews, as 
well as againſt thoſe of [jrae/, for their 


; common Sinsof W horedom,lIdolatry,ec. 


I ſhall therefore crave Leave to confine 
this enſuing Diſcourſe to thoſe of latter 
Denomination ; I mean the People of 
the Jews, who are both a ſtanding Mo- 
nument of the Severity of the Almighty's 
Vengeance, and a pregnant Inſtance of 


his Lenity and Forbearance. Joſephus, 


who was intimately acquainted with the 
Ten T Tranſactions 


6 ASERM ON fer tbe 


Tranſactions of thoſe Times, tells us, (in 
the Preface of that lamentable Hiſtory of 


the Jews) That all the Misfortunes and 


* Calamities, which the World from the 
<« beginning of it had ſeen, compared 
© with this laſt Calamity of the Jewiſh 
Nation, were but flight and inconſide- 
© rable. The moſt terrible Judgments 
that could befal any Nation or People, 
were executed upon them in the moſt 
dreadful and amazing manner. And the 
ſame Hiſtorian afterward obſerves, © As 
no Nation before this was ever fo 
e heavily afff icted, ſo no Nation, from 


* the beginning of the World, did ever 


* fo abound in all manner of Wicked- | 


* neſs and Impiety. A good Reaſon 
for God to viſit them with his Judgments, | 


with whom the gentle and mor@aſic Me- Y 


thods of his Goodneſs could not pre- 


vall. Bat as they Were Examples of his 1 


— , fo were they Trophies of his 
Mercy. And this the very Conſideration 
of his Proceedings with them will abun- 
dantly demonſtrate. For all the while 


that he-threatned the utter Ruin arid De- 


ſtruction of their Nation, he earneſtly in- 
vites and urges them to Repentance, way 


w 
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Reformation of Manners.  p 
ſo they might obviate and prevent the 
| OI of his Judgments ; and there- 

ore when they had revolted from him, 
and relaps d into their former Idolatry, 
we read he condeſ ends to a free and ge- 
nerous Expoſtulation with them; Where- 
fore I will zet plead with you, ſaith the Lord, 
Jer. 2. 9. And when they had greatly 
corrupted their Ways, and even filled up 
the Meaſure of their Iniquities; when 
they had arrived at that prodigeous 


towards that obſtinate and perverſe Ge- 


ſeem to ſtrive for the Preheminence in 
the Refoꝶ ation of this ſinful and de- 
generate People. So that notwithſtand- 


Height of Impiety, that as the Prophet 
Jeremiah ſpeaks, their Backſlidings were 
ready to reprove them; yet how great 
and aſtoniſhing was the Patience of. God 


neration? Nay, his Juſtice and Mercy 


ing all their groſs Impiety and Rebelli- 
on, their great Infidelity and Ingratitude 
to God, who had done ſuch great Things 
for them, he yet mercifully intreats them 
to repent; O Jeruſalem, waſb thine Heart 
from Wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved, 
Fer. 4.14. Nay, ſo ready was he to.kc- 
cept of any viſible Terms of their Con- 
4] | a verſion, 


$$ ASERMON fer ib 


verſion,” that he promiſed if they could 
find a Man; F there be any, ſays he, 
that executeth Judgment, ad ſeeketh the | 
Truth, I will pardon it. But when all 
the Methods of his /G6odneſs proved in- 
effectual towards their Reformation and 
Amendment; and when the Cry of their 
Sits: had even reached Heaven, and cal- 
led loud for Vengeance to be poured 
down upon them, it was time then for 
God to aſſert his Right, and to ſtretch 
forth his afflicting Hand; for ſays he in 
the laſt Verſe of the foregoing; Chapter, 
In their Affickion they will ſeell me early. 
Which Words e God's Reſolution 
to bring his own choſen People by ſharp 
Diſcipline: to Repentance. Now this 
Chapter begins with a Declaration of 
the Succeſs of the Project; for las the 
moſt likely Means to pacifie God's hea- 
vy Wrath and Indignation againſt them, 
and to reverſe their calamitous 3 | 
ments, they take upithis penitential Re- 
ſolution in the Text; Come and let ut re- 
Purn unto the Lord, for he path 5 79 e 
he will heal us, & c. 
In which Words are plainly © contain 4, 


theſe Two Things. " 
1. The 


1d 


ll | 


25 zucBut rod 
p Mroſecution uftheſe Heads I muſt Qraye 
Aae to premiſo this ſing) Obſerrati- 


eee ene. 6 7 
| n The 1 


be othor is grounded upon the Hopos 


erett 
wm * er a 2 compleat Rule to 


penitential Exbortatiou of the 
hbelieving Jews to one anothet to cepent 
and e- . the Lord ʒ ¶ Cord and let 
dv beirn, M ACE eng on 

9 The kokives and Arguments which 
invlave and urge them ta his penitengal | 
Etenciſc ; and they are W 06¶0vr. 
16h hut fo the remarkable Jndgments 
Doc inflicted upon them in kheſe 
Words,” He hathhvorw, be hath ſmittem um. 


they bad -in'tho/tonder; Vercy and Com- 
poffion uf Gd, He will heal vl andibe 


will 1 dead) „ inte in iT 


proceed tej the immagiate 


e „Heilt bes bets} 

1: That we have juſt Reaſon to fear that 
eee God are ag dug bis 
ſinſul Nation as they were — Jewiſh, 
-tecauſe we equal, if not exceed, them in 
dur gin and Witkednefladl vol 2 
ach The Jews, unden the Diſpenſaion of 
stheſlaw. utre guilty of many. Bufßab E. 
nonmities, for want of a ora c d 
R of their Duty g but 


B walk 


e le 


Walk by, Ren an entire 90 
of Divinity; the Dectrines of Chritt 
aud his Rpoſtles to inſtruct us, can- 
not plead Deficiency of Knowledge of 
War e are to do; and therefore every 
on or Omiſſion is more ine neu 
fable 3 in us than in either Je or Gentile. 
Tue moſt heĩnous and proveking Sit tat 
the Jews were guilty of wa their crũtify⸗- 
ing:\the\Eordiof Bife. And pray, with 
wear bythe precious Blood of Criſt, 
er Anyrof his meritorious Scars and 
Wounds; hat dd we. leſs than they, 
crucifie Our Saviour afreſhꝭ and put him 
—— — wel but 4 
— Him . frail Natore, andiuf 
fered a curſed Death, that he mightmake 
198] who were obnox ious to eternal Per- 
E capable of inheriting everlaſting 
Life? Nay; We ͤſeem in fone: Senſe to 
exteed the burbarous Inhumanity of the 
Jews. They ſinned of Ignorance, — | 
tbev did not now him that he was the 
promiſed Meſſias; but we ſim a e 
en Coneictions of our Conſcienoes, 
eben aller We have profeſſed our Relief | 


Dt 219.4 $2 BI 200 : Vet! Cv din 


: Intilerarckeeivhricf the World. Te 
Lecalled upon Pilue to have him cruciſi- 
eds but wecrucifie him our ſelves z and 
winſead of a Croſs wet grind him with 


little: farther; the Jews ſinned againſt 
him when he was in the Jowelt State of 
Humiliation and Abaſement, when he 
Was in the Form of a menial Servant; 
but thoſe WhO wear by him upon every 
vain and impertinent Occafion, affront 


— . LENNY 


who i now'exalted to Glory, and hath 
Power to def 
And now, my Brethren, as theſe wicked 
and prophanęe Perſons far exceed the 
groſs Impiety of the Jews, making God 


altogether ſuch an one as themſelves, and 


= 
2 


— 


| comcvnipribie Carriage and Behaviour to- 
he | wards him, by their irreverent Abuſe of 
his Name, polluting it; which! ſboula be 
he | allow d among the Children of Men As 
he || theſe notorious Offenders ſin hke the Jews, 
they have Juſt Reaſon to fear it will 
beo their Doom to ſuffer like the _ 
al Nay; as they ſurpaſs them in Sin, 

folſutely t they ſnhall exceed them in Pu- 
. niſhment, 


of of Midkitiets, as | 


. Teeth. But to carry the Parallel a 


his Divine Majeſty, and ſin againſt him 
both Body and Soul. 


» 
4 
— 

i 

* 

” 

2 
4 
N 
1 
1 
} 
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accordingly uſing him as ſuch, by their 
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i. nahen. .odievtr; 1 . 
min any 8233 zalß man- 
ner of Vice, Hmmatality and ophane- 
nels, than inſthis of Guts » ThipMaof þ 
too large an E xteut ancl Latitude to beans | 
ſerted within the. Compaſs of a ſingle | 
Diſcourſe i;-«the very naming of them is 
enough to crrate in all good Men an ut- 
ter Abhortence and Deteſthtion againſt 
them 3 theyare ſuch as thoſe; * 
ness, [Adultery Tornication, G. whict 
utterly excludei klieir Adberents from in- 
Rune 5 of God: ¶ herein 
1b. Sin in dt. 4 
Pat's time 2 b . modeſt 4 | 
they that were drunk, were drunk in the 
Night ; but our modern Drunkards ap- 
peur more bartfaced 3 they name netto 
be drunk even at Noon- time of Day 3 as 
if they would not only daſhthe Powers 
on Earth, but the Authority of Heaven, 
out pf Countenancr. 21 There! is no Mau 
who is not a mean Stranger to the Affairs 
af gur ae, hut m ſre. dhe ſad and 
miſerable Eſſects of this? notorious Sw 
It d landed the Cauſe of maſt of the-hoxs 
rid V itlanies, and harbarous Ads,” which 
n in our land. ie 
Aer "7 - Pet Ice 


tre | bicts. of the Age, it's to be feared, are 
ans bwing to this reigning Sin. What need 
) ſpeak.) of Whoredom|i:atid | Adultery, 
diſhono! rable Imputities FIT Gar 
horrid. Beaſtlineſs and Brutality in this 
nd call the Sun to record a ainſt Us. 
5 168 we declare our Sins as Saal. mas. and 
publiſh chem asGomorrab's however, theſe 
national Mices, if continued in, "and not 
repented f, tho che Workers of ſuch 
Abominations may be ꝓreſperous and ſuc- 
ceſsſul for a/tithe, yet moſt aſſurediꝝ ad the 
laſt they will give them z competent Laſte 
{ lof how Cara ChE it is 1 fall into 
7 theHandsiat- 3AN- angry Bod 5 and know 
this, O Man|with what Pectecy ſoœver theſe 
Lins may be committed et the cannot 
a | eſcape the Notice of Od vigilant Wye, 
who isothe enden de de, a 8 50 
Wickedneſſes, Nay oi bath; vr {e- 
verely remarkod, and; partien larly threat 
ned, Thirkfiors of duch h lane Fam 
Man defile tha Temmlerof God: e 
God: deſtroy; i Cori —— 4 nd 
terki bie judgment In ſhort, f 
theſe, uk n indtügeckin, and not pagih- 
2 ther Lawyr lire of I tection 
: 10i:Pread deen debauch 
_ 01173] | | Mankind, 


eee 


— 


4 
— — 


ed 
„ 
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| Mankind; and uf Weight and Guilt ego 
nough to ſink: and condemti à Nation 
Ani ſurely G God may juſtly expoſtulatts 

With m4 as he e heretofore With th 
ee BI eee e of dhe Jews uponfz 
We "= like Caſe ; SH I not 
ty (rather 'puniſh) for U 
e Thi 4 P12. — faith ibe the 7 

5 and hal Abenden 
ee ee. 0 
e Fes oa 754; 279010944204 M 
Thus much din g premſed, I proceed 
10 the handling of my Text in the 
Ee propo 1. And! 40 
1. begin ich the penitetiial Exhors | 
ration which the believing Jews urged | 
upom one another, to repent and return 
unto the Lord ; and ſhall 'ſhew-all along 
What Aalnend⸗ their Example ought to 
have upon us, to engage us td a Peedy 
Repeſtance and Refs rmation of Life; to 
ſo þ * Reformatiori-as we are this Day 
n Ele Whew Came let 
o the Lcd. What an Expreſ- 
Kindneſs and En- 
11 A they ſhould have ſaid; 
e e we have had 


7H Warnings'of our Ruin and De- 
BaiAdsf x | ſtruction, 
| 5 


* 


Meni Yr 


ths jon us 3 we have been long entreated 
make our Peace with God, that. we 
date night have obviated and prevented theſe 


cheqireful Calamities ; we have had allina- 


POnþinable: Denionſtrations of Divine Cle- 
nul nency and Forbearance,- all: the merci - 


ine Favour and Acceptance, upon our 
Foul } acere/ Reformation' and Amendment; 

71. pur alas, hitherto we have deſpiſetl all ihe 
4. Methods of his Goodnels, we have fligh- 

sd all his kind Intreaties, and rejected 
is merciful Admonitiuns, and bynour 
Vbſtinate Impentency have harden d-His 
$leart againſt us ; but come, let us return 
from all our evil Ways let us renounce 
all our Abominations, and turn unto the 
Lord our God, ſo will he turn away his 
lignation from us, and not ſuffer his 
whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe; for it is not 
conſiſtent. with his Goodneſs and Mercy 
to ruin and deſtroy tlioſe who by the 
Terror of his Judgments will bechrought 
to Repentance. And ſince there ' no 
other Way to reverſe thoſe Judgme 
Brought upon us for our Sins, but by = 


SS S © BY © 


Slog: - let 


1 14 


laben which is now x at brought 


2 ut Encouragements of obtaining thè Di- 


dure and / hearty - Repentance, come 


wot — — 
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 brokencangipenitent Hearts This yqu 

- fee wasithe put Reſolmiomoß che Jews, 
_ after ab their ¹ο ον pi 

ty and Uncikanbeſs: Phe oH by 
friendly ati affettionate Commutmeati-· 

onto Co)]. ana another dfuher Cor. 

rüption andi Bepra vity ofs their Man: 

net, and of che Neceſſity of a ſpeedy 
Reforthatiou: 


x amd Amendmotit/of tbeit 
Lives; Heſt thb Lond ſhould depart ſrum 
_ them and give. hem over tactheir vile 
Affections, [nncabeyiartive nt that pradis 
3 till. (Aa the Prot 
yon. e 
16 
| ite: fatal gm ren [they 
Joineſynconſpire by a very devout and 
_ veligipes Purpoſe af Heart to-amend'rheir 
1 Lives, to break uff their Sins:by:Repert- 
tance, and far che clueard=thy Midavio the 
xt) ſtedfaſtiy u Dod. {Hut an 
| be Words: Prrſent — 
ke Etubtem' of true Conyaifian. 1-17 
en Textierproſs with 
en Audency and Teal their affectionate 
2 — God; Com: 
| I een ae Ibo Laval with ro 
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Reformation of Manners. 17 
poſe and Reſolution of Amendment of 
Life; come let us not any longer delay 1 
our Repentance, but let us all conſpire 
this very Moment to give ſome laſting 
Specimens of our true Converſion. Let 
our Reformation and penitential Reſolu- 
tions now commence, and let us hence- 
forth ſtrive to abound in the Fruits of the 
Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God. Theſe we may ſuppoſe were the 
pious and devout Exhortations of the 
believing Jews. They were unanimous 
in their penitential Reſolutions; nay, 
had they been all Brethren according to 
the Fleſh, they could not have more ear- 
neſtly endeavoured to promote their com- 
mon Intereſt than they did; no ſooner 
was any of them converted, but they la- 
boured by all Means poſlible to convert 
others unto God. 125 : 
And may we all return unto the Lord 
with the farhe penitential Acknowledg- 
ments, and Reſolutions of Amendment of 
Life; ſaying, We have fallen from God, 
we have eſtranged from his Holy Laws, 
7 we have prophaned his Sabbaths, we 
2 | have polluted his Sanctuary, we have de- 
n- fled the Place here his Honour dwel- 
fe [43730 . leth 


„ 


2 
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18 RI ON. for the | 


leth, we have obſtinately refuſed the 


Means cf Grace, and the Offers of Sal- 
vation: But come let us now be more 
zealous for his Service, more fincere in 


bis Worſhip, mcre irreproveable in our 


Lives, and more upright in our Conver- 
ſations. In a word, let us caſt away all 
our Abominations, and by unfeign'd 


Repentance turn again. unto the Lord, 


who will abundantly pardon. Let the 
Examples of thoſe before us teach us not 
to delay, but to return ſpeedily unto God, 
and to bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance; indeed in ſecular Buſineſs and 


Concerns it is a piece of Prudence and 


Diſcretion to uſe great Deliberation a- 
bout the Means conducing to ſuch and 
ſuch an end, but in Spiritual Matters De- 


lays are dangerous; for if we flip, or 
wilfully negle&, one Opportunity of re- 


penting, we have no Aſſurance that the 


like will be ever offered us again. If we 


have rejected the merciful Warnings of 
God once, we cannot ſurely expect that 
he ſhould again woo and intreat us to 


repent? Wherefore the Prophet Iſaiah 


adviſes us to ſeek the Lord while he may be 


found, and to call upon him while he is near. 


Such 


„ bo 
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Reformation of Manners. 19 
Such js the Policy of Satan, that grand E- 


nemy of Mankind, and ſuch is the Depra- 


- vity and Corruption of our Natures, that 
even when an Opportunity offers it ſelf 
fairly to our Choice of converting and re- 


turning unto God, yet how do we moſt 


ſhametully negle& and deſpiſe it? And if 


when God calls upon us to repent and 


reform, we wiltully reſiſt his Importuni- 


ties, what can we expect but an utter Ex- 


clafion from his Preſence, an utter Re- 
jection from his Favour, for evermore? 


What can we expect but the full Executi- 


on of thoſe heavy Judgments threatned 
to all obſtinate and impenitent Sinners? 


Prov. 1. 28, 29. They ſhall call upon me, 
but ' will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me 


early, but they ſhall not find me ; for that they 
4 bated Knowledge, and did not chuſe the 
Fear of the Lord, And to take away all 


Grounds of Hope from ſuch preſumptu- 
ous and incorrigible Offenders,he hath pe- 
remptorily declared, that at thatDay he will 
laugh at their Calamity, and mock when 


their Fear cometh, Let us not then any ; 
longer delay our Repentance, but let us, 


ith the People in the Text, make a ſpee- 


dy Return unto the Lord, leſt we be pro- 


C 9 vented 
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vented by Death, and diſmay d with the 
rebuking Terrors of an accuſing Conſci- 
ence. Let the Forbearance and Long- 
ſuffering of God, let the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, and the Abundance of his Mer- 
cy, lead us to Repentan ce. 
Procecd we now to ſhew in the ſecond 
general Head the Motives and, Argu- 
ments which induce and urge them to 
this penitential Exerciſe. 3 
The firlt is taken from the remarkable 
Judgments of God inflicted upon them, in 


: 


theſe Words, He hath torn, and hath 
Jmitten us. AS It 110 had ſaid, We ha ye 
been gricvoully afflicted, ſevereiy plagued, 
and miſcrably oppreſſod, far our Wicked- 
neſs and gens We have provoked the 
molt High to Diſpleaſure againſt us, in- 
ſomuch that, he. hath diveſted, us of our 
Liberty, he hath laid waſte. gur Country, 
publick Calamities and Diſtractions has 
he, ſent. as Plagues upon the | Earth : 
Thus has he wounded and ſmitten us With 
his Judgments, but come, it is the cor- 
recking Hand of Providence that hath 
ordered theſe Things, hath brought down 
tlieſe Judgments. upon us, and our bleed- 


ing Wounds have told us he hath done pl 
* Nog | 5 "7 5 - tnns 


e 


g—_ 
1 


9 


* 95 2 * 
4 * ” 


— 


% 
2 — D 


Keformation of Manners. 21 


this againſt us becauſe we were departed 


from him, aud choſe not the Fear of the 


Lord. But come, ſeeing Idols have not 
profited us, and there is no Pleaſure in 


the Paths of Wickednefs, let us, by an un- 
feigned -Repentance, betake our ſelves to 
the Worſhip, Obedience, Love and Fear, 
of the Lord, the only true and eternal 


Gad. So that it's plain, they were the 
| grievous. Afflictions laid upon the Jews 


which brought them ſo quickly to a pe- 
nitential Canfeſſion of their Sins; (was 
the Severity of their Judgments that made 


them ſo ſpeedily return unto God ; and 
the Terrors of an incenſed Qmnipotence 
that brought them ſo, readily to the Ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth. Hence we 


may with a learned Author ob: 

ſerve, That as all Offences do Hookers 
Puniſhments endeavour by vexing to rc- 
form Iranigreitans. ; 


It was the pungent Senſe, I lay, of 
their Miſdry and Affliftion that made them 


take up this pious Reſolution in the 
Text; they knew there was no true Com- 


fort, nor real Satisfaction, to be found in 
the Tents of Ungodlineſs; they knew 


the 
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they had provoked an Omnipotent Being, 
who was able to deſtroy both Body and 
Soul; and however, before they broke 
through all Mounds of Law, and laugh'd 
at the Sword of Vengeance, which Di- 
vine "Juſtice brandiſh'd in their Faces; 
however, before they took great Com- 
placency and Deliglit in their idolatrous 
and licencious Practices; however, before 
they made Light of tranlgreſſing tho 
Commandments of God, making Con- 
ſcience of no Sin or Villany ; z yet now, by 
the preventing Mercy of Heaven, and by 
the Terror of his Judgments, they are 
brought to Repentance. This was God's 
mercifal Defign in the Denunciation of 
his Judgments againſt Ahab and his Houſe, 
namely, to convert him from his idola-' 
trous Worſhip, and to bring him to a pe- 
nitential Acknowledgment of his Sin. 
The ſame Effect had they upon the re- 
bellious Iſraelites; Wher be ſlem them, they 
ſought him, and turned then early, and en- 
quired after God, Pal. 78. 5 Alas, 
when God ſees that we run headlong up- 
on our own Ruin, and no Admonition 
will warn us of the Danger, he is forced 


then to uſe more harſh Severities with us, 
| he 
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he is forced then to reclaim us by the 
Thunder of his Judgments. Not that 
he takes any Delight in puniſhing his 
People; no, the Prophet Jeremiah tells 
us, He doth not afflidt willingly, nor grieve 
the Children of Men; but that by ſuch 
Methods of Correction they might be 
brought to a deep Senſe of their Sin, 
and then to a true Humiliation and Re- 
pentance for it. Had not David, by the 
ſevere Reprehenſion of Nathan, been 
made ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his 
Sin, tis probable he had not been ſo 
quickly brovght to this penitential Con- 
feſſion, ſaying, I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 12. 13. And the Lord, by 
the Mouth of his Prophet Iſaiah, does aſ- 
ſign this as x Reaſon of all thoſe Rebelli- 
ons of the People of Iſrael, even their Ig- 
norance of, and Inſenſibility under, their 
calamitous Condition; ſaying, The Ox 
knoweth kis Owner, and the Aſs his Ma- 
| fter's Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, my 

People doth not conſider. Certainly tage 
deep Senſe and Apprehenſion of our own ; 
Miſery and Affliction is the only Means 
to bring us unto God. And this was the 
happy Condition of. the People here Fur 
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the Text; who having apoſtatized from | 


the Worſhip ofthe true God, and being for 
a time miſerably inſnared in the Works 


Of Darkneſs, it pleaſed God, by the Smart 


of an afflicting Vengeance, to make them 
ſenſible of their Sins, and to betake them- 
ſelves to a ſpeed) Kepentance, and Re- 
formation of Life. But, 

2. From this Expreſſion in the Text, 
He hath torn, he hath ſmitten us, one thing 
more falls under our Obſervation, 91. 
That thoſe very Jews who were the ſelect 
Church, and choſen People of God, 
whom he had honoured above all other 


Nations and People under Heaven, yet £ 


when they apoſtatiz'd from the Faith, 
and fell to the Worſhip of Idols; when 
(as he himſelf expreſſes it) they had chang= 


ed their Glory for that which dith not 9 


and when (as he elſewhere complains) 
Ephraim Had committed Whoredom, and 
IGact was defiled, Hoſea 5. 3. he then 
viſited their Tranſgreſſions with a Rod, 


and their Sins with Scourges; he then | 
pour'd down upon them the Vials of 
his Wrath, and tmote them with ſeveral] 


kinds of Judgments. And ſurely, if ever 


| the like Judgments ſeize or harden any 


other wt 


other Nation, we have the greateſt Rea- 


of God has no Effect upon it; when Men 


| Fed as theſe, are, God knows, ac- 


make bold with an Expreſſion of Dr. 
Scot's) to the ſame degree that they have 
Rope - dancers, for daring to perform what 


that wicked Men will do in ſpite of 
every thing that is ſacred) it's a very 
dangerous thing to jeſt upon the Scrip- 
' tures; they are too Sublime and Serious 


too much of Divinity in them to be 
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ſon to "think it is then when the Word 


(out of a Principle of Looinelſs, and in 
a vain Affectation of Singularity) turn 
Atheiſts and Infidels, make it their Buſi- 
neſs to decry and run down that moſt 
excellent Religion which Chriſt and his 
Apdſtles eſtabliſhed and ſealed with ther? 
Blood, turn every thing that's Sacred and 
Serious i into Drollery and Ridicule, make” 
Impudence ſupply the Defe& of their' 
Wit, and Railery anſwer for Demo 
tration; and ſuch audacious, prophatie, 


5 A — * * jar * 8 
. thy eo — = 2 
——— = = mm IE XECC YT — - —_ _ * 


—ͤä rs 


— — 


counted by ſome the great Wits of the 
Age, and are had in Admiration (to 
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a wiſe Man would tremble to attem . 
But let Men ſay what they Pleaſe, ( 


to be ridiculed and laughed at. They have 
D _ [lightly \ 
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ſlightly or irreverently talked of. And 
let them conſider, that by miſconſtruing 
them to a prophane and ludicrous Senſe, 
they may wreſt them to their own Deſtru- 
— 4 * let ſuch aſſure themſelves, 


that when the Lord Jeſus ſhall deſcend 
from Heaven to take Vengeance on his 
Enemies, his regal Power will be moſt 


glorioutly revealed, in puniſhing and a- 


venging of himſelf upon the Perſecutors 


of his Truths, the Violators of his Laws, 
the Prophaners of his Name, and the 
Oppugnersof his Deity. And ſurely, if 


any thing can haſten the Divine Venge- 
ance, if any thing can provoke the Al- 


mighty Juſtice, if any thing can accelerate 
a of his Judgments, our hor- 
rid and monſtrous linpieties will: Our 


open Infidelity and loud Prophanations 


call for him to manifeſt his Power, to 


aſſert his Prerogative, and to convince 


all that are ungodly amongſt us of all their 


ungodly Deeds which they have com- 


—— a: all their hard Speeches which 
they have ſpoken againſt his Perſon and 
Religion. And when Chriſt ſhall de- 
ſcend from his Imperial Throne, and 
come to erecute . on the ungod- 


ly, 
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ly, then the Infidels and Unbeſievers, 
thoſe Monſters of Men, ſhall have their 
Infidelity confuted by a woful Expert- 


ment ; they ſhall endure the Wrath of an 


incenſed Omnipotence, and abide the 


Cruelty of an afflicting Vengeance; then 
thoſe Ridiculers of Religion, thoſe into- 
lerable Inſtances of Immorality and Pro- 
phaneneſs, ſhall be doomed to depart 


from the Fountain of Happineſs, into 


Eternal Burnings prepared for the Devil 


and his Angels. Letall ſuch incorrigible 


| Offenders conſider that all their Tranſ- 


greſſions are recorded in the Book of 


Life, and laid up in Store for them againſt 


the Day of Judgment, and the Perdition of 
ungodly Men. This Solomon fairly fore- 
warns them of, Prov. 11. 31. Behold the 
Righteous ſhall be recompenced in the Earth, 
much more the Wicked and the Sinner. And 
to the ſame Purpoſe St. Peter tells them, 
The time is come that Judgment muſt begin 
at the Houſe of God. And if (as the ſame 
Apoſtle argues) it begin at them, what 
ſhall the End of thoſe be that obey not 
the Goſpel of God? And if the Righte- 
ous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Un- 
godly and the Sinner appear? 1 Pet. 4. 17, 
Wrote D 2 18. 
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| 18. Surely then it highly concerns us all, 
as we deſire to eſcape the dreadful Judg- 
ments of God, as we deſire the Proſpe- 
Tity of our Church, the Safety and Wel- 


fare of our Nation, and that Peace and 


Plenty may fouriſh in our Land, it con- 
cerns us all (I ſay, as we deſire either the 


Bleſſings and Favours of Heaven, or the 


Countenance andEncouragement of amoſt 
Gracious and Pious Queen) to ſet about 
this great Work of Reformation; and 
ſeriouſly to lay to Heart not oniy our 
own, but the crying Sins of the whole 
Nation. Let us therefore make a hum- 

ble Confeſſion of our Sins to Almighty 
God, and let us (in the deep Senſe of our 
Unworthineſs, in offending ſo Gracious 
and Merciful a Lord) return to him with 
broken and penitent Hearts, with Re- 
morſe and Anguiſh of Spirit, with our 
utmoſt Indignation againſt, and Abhor- 
rence of, thole Sins which (for ought we 
know) were the unhappy Cauſes of all 
thoſe heavy. Judgments we formerly 
groaned under; and which will {till (un- 
leſs prevented by a timely Repentance) 
provoke his Almighty Juſtice to viſit us 


with greater, and far more mor 
| le 


Co Bois na Sogn woes el BRIGGS Y 


Reformation of Manners. 29 


ble, Evils. For as all our Calamities are 
owing to our Sins, (as the Pſalmiſt veri- 
fies, A fruitful Land maketh he barren for 
the Wickedneſs of them that du ell therein, 
ſo unleſs our Sins the meritorious Cau- 
ſes of his Judgments) be firſt remov'd, we 
can never expect that he will ceaſe from 
ſwiting us. This the People in the Text 
found experimentally true, who for their 
Sins of Whoredom and Idolatry, Ge. 
ſuffered ail the dire Calamities and Aﬀi- 
ctions that could beta] any Nation or 
People. And if God has not ſpared the 
very Ele& themſelves, how dare we then 
preſume any longer upon his Mercy? And 
ſeeing we have ſuch fearful Spectacles of 
his Juſtice, how dare we perſiſt in open 


Rebellion againſt him? And if we do, 
ho can we think to eſcape the Damna- 


tion of Hell? And if his Judgments 
cannot compel us, yet his loving Mercies 
ought to draw and lead us to Repen- 
tance, He will heal us, and he will bind us 
#p. Which the Jews propoſed as a 
ſecond Reaſon for their Converſion unto 
God. yi 

The great and lofty one, who inhabit- 
eth Eternity, thus pronounces of himſelf; 
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Ill, and I make alive; I wound, and I 
. heal, Deut. 32. 39. Seeing then the 


Lord offers himſelf to heal and bind up 


our Wounds, how forcible and perſwa- 
five ſhould this his Mercy be to lead us to 
Repentance, to make us return unto hin1 


who is always ready and willing to em- 
brace us? The unſpeakable Riches of 


God's Mercy (which is over all his 


Works) ſhould (one would think) work 
2 Reformation in thoſe whom the Ter- 


rors of his Judgments would not wholly 


reclaim. As a mild and gentle Behavi- 


our will win upon thoſe Tempers and 


Diſpoſitions, on which a more rigid and 
ſevere would have no Impreſſion at all; 


and therefore no wonder that the Pro- 


pher, in Behalf of the Jews, does here 
make uſe of the Mercy and Loving - kind- 


neſs of God, as one reaſon to engage them 


to repent and return unto the Lord; for 


tho he hath torn and ſmitten us, yet will 
he heal and bind us up. Goodneſs and 


Mercy are as eſſential to the Divine Na- 
ture as Power and Juſtice z and there- 
fore he is ſtiled a God Merciful and Gra- 


rious, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 


Exod. 34. 6. And the Prophet Micah 
| | gives 
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gives this Character of him, He. retaineth 


not his Anger for ever, becauſe be delig hi- 
eth in Mercy, Micah 7. 18. Howe xora- 
ble was the Goodnels of God, how con- 
ſpicuous was the Divine Philanthropy in 
the Pardon and Forgivenęſs of the crying 
Sins of a large and populous City ! even 
after this terrible Denunciation, yet For- 
ty Days, and Nineveh ſball be deſtroy d ? 
Notwithſtanding the Abſoluteneſs ct the 


Sentence, and the Nearneſs of the Execu- 


tion, how was the Judgment reverſed by 
their ſeaſonable Repentance? And how 
Pathetical was his Expoſtulation with the 
People of Iſrael to turn from their Wick- 
edneſs, and live! What an affectionate 
Concern did he expreſs for their Refor- 
mation and Amendment! O Houſe of II- 
rael, repent, and turn your ſelves from all 


your Tranſar eſſuons, ſo Iniquity 55 4 4 pre be | 


jour Ruin. Caſt away from you all jour 
Tranſgreſſuns, 3 D reſſed, 
and make you a new Heart, and a nem Spi- 
rit; for why will ye die, O Houſe of Irael ? 
For 1 haue no Pleaſure in the Death of him 
that dieth, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 18. 
30, 31. Wherefore ſeeing God intereſts 
himſelf ſo much in our Converſion and 


Amend- 
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Amendment, ſeeing he fo carneſily ſoli- 


Cites our Happineſs and Felicity, ſecing 
he is ſo ready ro embrace all penitent Sin- 


ners that ſeek to him for Mercy, Pardon 


and Forgiveneſs; ſurely this Goodneſsof 
God ſhould lead us to Repentance, and 


engage us to a hearty, fincere, Reforma- 


tion of Life. And if we thus devoutly 


proſecute the Work of Reformation by 
truly repenting us of our Sins; if we 


thus return unto the Lord by a ſerious 
Reſolution of walking henceforth in 
Newneſs of Life, then will the Lord turn 


away his Anger from us, and upon ſuch 


Religious indications of Reformation and 
Repentance will he accept of us as return- 


ing Prodigals, and enſtate us in his ever- 
laſting. Favour. 

I ſhall now crave Leave to conclude 
this Diſcourſe with ſome few Directi- 
ons to you ( the Gentlemen of this 
| Honourable Society) for the better 
Management of this great and impor- 
tant Undertaking, The Reformation 

of Mens Manners. A 
— — Work which as it was 
tion of Manners.” happily begun by the En- 
couragement of truly 
Great 
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Gteat and Piqus Men, ſo has it been ſince 
ſncteBially carty'd. on, 
du then who de ie this Cha- 
ritable Work of reforming Men's Man- 
ners, had need be careful of your own, 
leſt you give juſt Oecaſion to thoſe you 
accoſe to recriminate, Jeſt they aſſault 
you with that taunting Exprobration of 
the Apoſtle; Nom. 2. 21. Thou that pre- 
 Fendeſs to teach another, teac heſt thou not thy 
ſelf?2. Thou that pretendeſt to reform o- 
thers, doſt thou not firſt reform thy ſelf? 
Surely he 3s very unfitito reform the Man- 
ners of other Men that is notoriouſly 


wicked himſelf. How improper a Per- 


ſon is he to accuſe another of Adultery 
who is guilty of the ſame Sin? He may 
well expect to have retorted upon him 
that bitter Sarcaſm of the Apoſtle St. 
Paul, Thon that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not com- 
tit Adultery, doit thon commit Adultery ? 
And thus 2 good Cauſe may ſuffer very 
4 much when tis pleaded by ſuch an im- 
per and exceptionable Advocate; 
and therefore it highly concerns you to 
be very careful not to live in thoſe actu- 
zal Sins which you undertake to reprove 


el "md condemn m others. We read of 
E ſome 


| 
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ſome Kings of Iſrael who ptetended to 
be great Reformers, and expreſſed a 


mighty Zeal againſt the Idolatry of '4- 


Hab, and other Corruptions, who yet:;all 


- their Days ſtuck cloſe to the Sins of Je- 
roboam. But how — theſe were to re- 
ſorm the Irregularities of others do you 
judge. That Qualification that was re- 
quired ofa Prophet in the Jewiſh Church, 


viz, That he ſhould be perfeFns in mo- 


ralibus, a Perſon of good Morals, and 
Irreproveable in his Life, may be very 
ſuitable to Men of your Character. It 
was St. Auſtin's Obſervation concern- 


ing the ancient Prophets, Ilorum non 
tantum linguam, ſed vitam fuiſſe Propheti- 
cam; that they propheſy'd as well by | 
their Lives as their Writingsz and cer- | 
tainly the good and pious Examples of 


Perſons veſted with Authority and Pow- 


er are the beſt Reformers of Mens Man- 


ners. They are the beſt Arguments to 


contute Atheifm, and to bring Impiety it | 


ſelf into diſgrace ; 3 for Goodneſs and 
Vertue are then moſt promoted when 
Mens Hands teach them no leſs than 
their Tongues ; and when Men of Emi- 


nent Place * Gifts can ſay with St. Paul, 
* | Dol 
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Do thoſe Things which you have heard and 
ſeen in me. Men of ſuch an exemplary 
Life ſeem to have a Divine Authority 


enſtamp'd upon what they ſay, and gain 
a profound Reverence to all their Ad- 
monitions; they are fit to reprove and 


reform Mankind, and may comfortably 


hope for a bleſſed Succeſs from all their 
Tou therefore who undertake to re- 
form others muſt be ſhining Lights to all 
about you; that they ſeeing the Un- 


blameableneſs of your Lives, and the 
Uprightneſs of your Converſations, may 


be won by your good Examples to a Re- 
formation of Life. You muſt be ready 


On all Occafions to reſent any Diſhonour 
done to Religion with a prudefit Gravity 
and Aſſurance. You muſt boldly rebuke Sin 
in whomſoever you find it; but withal, 
there muſt be great Prudence and Caution 


uſed in the ſeaſonable adapting of your 


Keproofs; the Quality and Condition of 


the Perſon, the Nature and Circumſtance 
of the Crime, as alſo the Manner of Ad- 


dreſs, muſt be well weighed and conſidered 
beforehand. Your Superiors muſt be 
reproved with all the Candour and Sin- 
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cerity imaginable. Your Inferiours with 
awful Me naces and Rebules, profeſſing 
all the time a Hatred againſt cheir Sins, but 
a tender and affectionate Concern for 
their Souls. There muſt be likewiſe a due 
Regard had to their Reputation and Cres 
dit, ſo as not to cenſure and condenm 
them without juſt and reaſonable 
| Grounds. For a good Name once Joſt 
is not eaſily retriev'd ; and therefore 
you ought to be very cautious and Cir» 
cumlpect, very prudent and wary, in your 
Accuſations: Neither when you have 
diſcover d ſome Irregularity and Miſde- 
meanor in your Rrethren, are you to/ex+ 
poſe them to che publick View and Scan- 
dal of the World; but you are to ad- 
moniſh them privately of their Faulrs!z 
you are to give them ſeaſonable Advice, 
and friendly Reproof; / confidering that 
vou your ſelves are butanortal Men, and 
therefore ſubject to the like Temptalions. 
This Argument the Apoſtle St. Paul uſes 
ro the Galatians in the like Caſe 3 Bre- 
thren, if a Man be overtazen in 4 Fault, 
reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meekmeſs, 
conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alfo be tersp- 
red, GH. 6 6. 1. Where the common Pec- 
: cability 
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cability of Mankind is urged to induce 
Commiſeration and Gentleneſs towards the 
Offenders ; and there fore when you ſee 
ur Brother commit any wilful Sin, you 
muſt prudently forewarn him of the Dan- 
ger of it. If you hear him openly blaſ- 
pheme and deprecate the Almighty, you 
muſt ſerioully rebuke him: Bid him in 
the Name of God forſake ſuch a Sin, and 
renounce ſuch a Temptation, and for that 
time go away, and ſin no more, leſt a 
worſe thing fall upon him; but then if 
you hear him boaſt of his Sins, and glo- 
ry in his Shame, you muſt ſhew 2 more 
tender Compaſſion, and a more affecti- 
onate Concern ior him, and without 
delay endeavour his Recovery 5 haſting 
70 pull ſuch u one out of the Fire, as you mould 
do a Brand almoſt burnt. Intreat him in 
the Name of Chriſt to make his Peace 
with God, to renounce all his Abomina- 
tions, to purific his Conſcience from al! 
dead Works, and to return unto the Lord, 
who is infinitely merciful, and willing to 
pardon the Tranſgreſſions of his People. 
And if after al you cannot effect his Re- 
formation, then tis time he ſhould be had 


before ſome powerful Magiſtrate (in whoſe 
Hands 


| 


Hends is the Sword of Juſtice) to be by 


Him puniſhed according to the Nature of 


his Crime. And would you: vigitantly 
diſcover, and Magiſtrates faithfully dif- 
charge their Duty, in the puniſhing all 
notorions Offenders as the Law direds 
would both Parties jointly conſpire in 
the effectual ſuppreſſing of all Vice, Im- 
morality and Prophaneneſs, - thoſe great 
and dangerous Enemies of our Church 
and Nation, having the Countenance 


and Encouragement of the moſt Religi- 


ous Princeſs that perhaps ever {way'd the 
Engliſh Scepter ; would you, I ſay, make 


it your united Defign to promote this 


bleſſed Work of Reformation which you 
have ſo happily begun, I doubt not but | 
we ſhould ſoon become better Chriſtians, 
and more loyal Subjects; then we need | 
not doubt but Truth and Juſtice would 
prevail, and enlarge their Dominions ; 
and Religion and Piety become proſpe- 
rous and triumphant. Nay, then we 
may comfortably expe& that God, ever 


our own God, will give us his Bleſſing ; 


will make this our Sion the Glory of all 


Lands, and the Praiſe of the whole Earth. 
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Io conclude then, I need not tell you 


whoſe Wark you are engaged in, even 


his who never makes ſcanty Retributions; 
Nay, to animate and encourage you to 
perfect and conſummate what you ſo pi- 
outly deſign'd, The Reformation of Mens 
Manners, I ſhall only-crave Leave to tell 


you, that you ſeem to have a fair Claim 


and Title to that Bleſſing promis d to the 


faithful and juſt Steward; Bleſſed is that 


Servant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall 
find ſo doing. And ſurely I may venture 
to ſay, Bleſſed is he that converts a Sin- 


| ner to God, and ſaves a Soul from Death. 
| - Tis doubtleſs a very comfortable Refle- 


tion to conſider that you have been e- 


. minently beneficial to others, either by 


friendly Exhortation or Reproof, or by 
private Admonition and Advice, and in 
all Things to have endeavourd the 
Good and Benefit of their Everlaſting 
Condition. But then what a wonderful 
Conſolation will the general Applauſe 


of your own Conſciences give you at 


the Hour of Death ! Eſpecially when you 


_ conſider that you have turned ſome unto 


Righteouſneſs, and many that have gone 


1 


aſtray, have (by your profitable Inntal. 2 
Ren 7 IF , nee, 4 
8 . that you may all fo: fairhfitlh \ proſecute 
/..- this Great Work of ee thar . 
| Reward of your Service) 
. . "SOON with 
; tality, God ot his Infinite Mercy . 
for jelus Chriſt his ſake} TO hen ors ® 
| the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt; wages ren | 
+ " area” and aſcribed' (as is moſt due) all 
Plraiſe, Fear, Adoration and Obedience, ? 
both nowand-for-evermore.”” a Auen. Rs 
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